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Q.4 Comment on ethical issues in the use of human participants in research in 
psychology.  [15] 

 
 Credit could be given for the following: 

• Discussion of BPS guidelines; strengths of guidelines, e.g. increase in participant 
welfare.  Limitations of guidelines, e.g. 'loop holes'in deception/consent guidance; 
not all psychologists are BPS members; not legally binding; participant 
awareness of guidelinesas law. 

• Key ethical issues (e.g. deception, protection from harm, anonymity, 
confidentiality). 

• Discussion of ethical issues and their impact on the participants and the results of 
research, e.g. Milgram's use of deception; failure to protect his participants.  
Zimbardo's lack of fully informed consent; failure to release participants on 
request. 

• Involuntary participants, e.g. the use of naϊve participants in Piliavin, Rodin and 
Piliavin (1969) and Langer and Rodin (1973). 

• Intervention studies and the ethical issues they produce, e.g. Klein (1991) and 
Leyens et al (1975). 

• Any other relevant material. 
 

Marks AO1 
12 - 15 Discussion is appropriate and well detailed.  Material is used in an 

effective manner (evidence of coherent elaboration) and is thorough.  
Depth and range of knowledge are displayed, though not necessarily 
in equal measure. 
Specialist terms are used throughout.  

8 - 11 Discussion is reasonably appropriate but less detailed.  Material is 
used in an effective manner.  Depth or range of knowledge is 
displayed.  Some specialist terms. 

4 - 7 Discussion is basic; material is used in a relevant manner but is 
limited. 
Few specialist terms. 

1 - 3 Discussion is superficial; material is muddled and/or incoherent.  
Specialist terms are either absent or are incorrect. 

0 No relevant knowledge or understanding of relevant material is 
demonstrated. 
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Q.5 Discuss ways of dealing with ethical issues when using human participants in 
research in psychology. [15] 

 
• Use of presumptive consent and prior general consent as a means of dealing 

with lack of informed consent. 
• Use of role play as a means of dealing with deception. 
• Use of ethical guidelines. 
• Use of ethical committees. 
• Any other relevant material  

 
  

Marks AO1 
12 - 15 Discussion is appropriate and well detailed.  Material is used in an 

effective manner (evidence of coherent elaboration) and is thorough.  
Depth and range of knowledge are displayed, though not necessarily 
in equal measure. 
Specialist terms are used throughout. 

8 - 11 Discussion is reasonably appropriate but less detailed.  Material is 
used in an effective manner.  Depth or range of knowledge is 
displayed.  Some specialist terms.  

4 - 7 Discussion is basic; material is used in a relevant manner but is 
limited. 
Few specialist terms. 

1 - 3 Discussion is superficial; material is muddled and/or incoherent.  
Specialist terms are either absent or are incorrect. 

0 No relevant knowledge or understanding of relevant material is 
demonstrated.  
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